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Systematic gtxdogic mapping of the Ovda region using the Magellan  global data has begun
at various scakx. Initial mapping is focused on 1:5,()(X),(X)() scale and is integrating
obsewations of surface characteristics and geoph sical infertmw drawn from topography

1’and gravity. (Mitt and ha margins record a comp ex sequence of events. The formation of
Complex Ridged Terrane (CRT) is the earliest dud hcrable everw Following this intense

8&formation, the style of bxxmics changed drastic y from pemsive regional deformation
to localized uplift and fracture belt  fonnatim The margins of Ovda were emba~ed during a
huge scale plains forming volcanic episode. Subsequently, the plains and the highlands
were displaced relatively, with the plains uplifted relative m the marginal plains. CloAy
spaced fracture systems formed belts that cut all the regionally extensive edier materials.
The genetal relations between CRT and plains reveals much of the geologic history of
Venus. Venus is not as geologically active as Earth and has had a strikingly different
evolutionary histmy. Venus was tectonically violat during the earliest mappable epoch, of
which little is prexmved, Following the most rczent violent tectonic episode, during which
most of the ment highlands formed, there was a datively brief period dominated by

4volcanism at may have occurred some 3(M) to 5(K) m years ago. Global volcanism was
followed by a relatively quiet period which extended to the rmcnt and was marked by

fsporadic volcanism, Detal.led  systematic global mappin wi tie to ether the stratigraphic
J !development of the diveme regions of highlands and ow us to a dress correlation of the

events.


