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The Atmospheric I n f r a r e d  sounder (AIRS) i s  a c ross- t rack  scanning i n f r a r e d  
spectrometer which covers the  3 .7  - 15.4 micron spec t ra l  range w i t h  2378 
spec t ra l  channels, launched i n t o  705 km po la r  o r b i t  from vandenberg AFB on 
18 A p r i l  2002. We present d e t a i l s  o f  t he  on -o rb i t  ins t rument  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  
spec t ra l  and rad iomet r ic  c a l i b r a t i o n ,  f i r s t  sur face temperature and atmospheric 
soundings Val i dat ion  r e s u l t s  and plans f o r  re1 ease o f  t h e  p re l im ina ry  v a l  i dated 
radiances from t h e  GSFC/DAAC. 
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